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We’re  Back, by President Magalie Belanger 
 
       Welcome back Big Sky UU Fellowship.  I hope you all got a chance to worship, 
enjoy and get in touch with nature, loved ones, far away countries and that you are 
all back filled with summer memories.  I hope we hear many of those stories soon, 
perhaps during our water service.  It is always one of my favorite Sundays, a great 
chance to share with friends.   
      As we are starting our new church year I am excited about all the possibilities in 
front of us.  When I started going to Big Sky UU Fellowship there was about 20-25 
people attending services.  Almost 3 years later now we average at over 50.  We 
now have guests every month, a new location which will allow us more liberty and a 
bigger space.  We are also more present in our community, something I hope 
continues this year.  All of those things are part of growing up, part of changing.  
Change can be scary and unsettling but I know our fellowship is ready for it.   
      August 30th is our first service 
at Plymouth Congregational 
Church, 11:30 am. Plymouth is on 
the corner of Winnie and Oakes  
just a little ways from our old 
location.  The service will be given 
by Bill Kronhom and appropriately it  
will be on change.  Please park in 
 the lower parking lot, for ease our  
 folding sign will be next to the entrance.   The service will be followed by coffee hour.  
       I want to thank Karrie Fairbrother and her family for keeping our fellowship 
materials during the summer.  I also want to thank everyone that has been 
working hard on our move to Plymouth, our Board and the Home Committee.    
Finally, I thought every month we could post a link to the minutes on the website 
in the newsletter:  http://www.bigskyuu.org/bsuuboardminutes.htm 

 
Seating for 50+! by Blake Gardiner 
 

     I started working on a deal last spring when the "Home" 
Committee was being formed and we were starting the search for 
a meeting place. I have secured a tentative donation to the 
fellowship of eight 8-foot pews. We even have a place to store 
them, for now. Of course, there is not the pressing need that it 
appeared there might have been last spring. If the  

 Fellowship wants the pews, they are ours…at no cost. I took some photos.  
Remember these are used, and about 70 years old, but not in all that bad of 
shape, and could be refinished if we want. I have posted pictures of them at: 
http://www.bigskyuu.org/pews.htm 

 

UU Happenings… 
 
We begin fall services in new location 
August 30th Service – Pot Luck Sunday  
 “Welcome Home ” 
Led by Bill Kronholm 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

September 6th Service – Sunday 
General Assembly Report 
Led by Magalie Belanger & Ellie Warren  

September 10th - Knitting for Peace,  7-9pm, 
Home of Ruth Luke, 301 S. Rodney, 461-7435 
 
September 13th Service – Sunday 
Volunteer Service    
Led by Joyce Kronholm 
Followed by film about the Rocky Mountain Front 
 
September 17th - UU-UCC Mingle Night 
Plymouth,  5:30–8:30pm 
 
September 20th Service – Sunday 
“Water Service” 
Led by Lynda Saul  

September 22nd – UU Earth Circle celebration 
of Autumn Equinox, Plymouth, 7-9pm 
 
September 24th bUUk clUUb,  7:00-9:00pm 
Home of Donna Davis 
“The Things They Carried” by Tim O’Brien 
 
September 25, 26, 27 showing of the documentary film 
“The Prodigal Son”  
 

September 27th Service – Sunday  
“Autumn Equinox - Ingathering”  
Led by Jan Ellen Siemers 
plus… 
Nami Walk – 12:30pm    We plan to go as a team.  
Contact Patrick at montanacelt@live.com  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
October 1st, Public Meeting - Rocky Mountain Front  
 

October 4th Service – Pot Luck Sunday  
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GA will be voting on the Six Sources revamped into 3 paragrahps as follows:  
         Unitarian Universalism is rooted in two religious heritages. Both are grounded on 
thousands of years of Jewish and Christian teachings, traditions, and experiences. The 
Unitarian heritage has affirmed that we need not think alike to love alike and that God is 
one. The Universalist heritage has preached not hell but hope and courage, and the 
kindness and love of God. Contemporary Unitarian Universalists have reaped the benefits 
of a legacy of prophetic words and deeds.         
       Unitarian Universalism is not contained in any single book or creed. Its religious 
authority lies in the individual, nurtured and tested in the congregation and the wider 
world. As an evolving religion, it draws from the teachings, practices, and wisdom of the 
world’s religions. Humanism, earth-centered spiritual traditions, and Eastern religions 
have served as vital sources. Unitarian Universalism has been influenced by mysticism, 
theism, skepticism, naturalism, and process thought as well as feminist and liberation 
theologies. It is informed by direct experiences of mystery and wonder, beauty and joy. It 
is enriched by the creative power of the arts, the guidance of reason, and the lessons of 
the sciences.  
       Grateful for the traditions that have strengthened our own, we strive to avoid misuse 
of cultural and religious practices while seeking ways of appreciation that are respectful 
and welcomed.   
Compared to the current text, this is a very substantial reorganization. 
 

Summer Gatherings  
 

June, Summer Solstice Ceremony  
Hosts Peg Hunter & Patrick Johnson 

       We celebrated the Longest Light with a Give-away.   
First we collected and displayed small items brought  
by UUs in the center of our group.   Each person had an opportunity to select a gift 
and ask the giver to tell the story/ significance of that gift.  Twenty of us gave-away 
items:  wooden fruit, necklace, sandals, CDs, shells, school artwork, stones, Epson 
salts, stuffed animal to mention a few.  Each was given along with a wonderful story.  
Afterwards there was lots of good food and good company.   
 
July, Sunday Potluck Brunch,  Hosts Bill and Joyce Kronholm 
 

                                                        Just good food  
                                                               and  
                                                        good company 
  

 

August, Easy Peasy Picnic,  Hosts Magalie Belanger and Ryan Grandy 
 
                                               We shared our  
                                               summer stories,  
                                               news, and relaxed                                      
                                               in good company. 
 
 
As you can see, and it comes as no surprise, we UUs like to eat! 

 

�
The Six Sources 

 
The living tradition we share draws 
from many sources: 
 
Direct experience of that 
transcending mystery and wonder, 
affirmed in all cultures, which moves 
us to a renewal of the spirit and an 
openness to the forces which create 
and uphold life 
 
Words and deeds of prophetic 
women and men which challenge us 
to confront powers and structures of 
evil with justice, compassion, and the 
transforming power of love 
 
Wisdom from the world’s religions 
which inspires us in our ethical and 
spiritual life 
 
Jewish and Christian teaching 
which call us to respond to God’s 
love by loving our neighbors as 
ourselves 
 
Humanist teachings which counsel 
us to heed the guidance of reason 
and the results of science, and warn 
us against idolatries of the mind and 
spirit 
 
Spiritual teachings of Earth-
centered traditions which celebrate 
the sacred circle of life and instruct 
us to live in harmony with the 
rhythms of nature 
 
Grateful for the religious pluralism 
which enriches and ennobles our 
faith, we are inspired to deepen 
our understanding expand our 
vision.  As free congregations we 
enter into this covenant, promising 
to one another our mutual trust 
and support. 
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  UU-UCC Mingle Night, September 17th,  5:30pm   
   Plymouth Congregational Church  
   Meet (and thank) some of the folks who  are sharing their church with us. 
     

   Film Series  -  September 25, 26, and 27th 
   Plymouth will host the Helena debut of an important film. Called "Prodigal 
Sons",  
   it is the work of Kim Reed.  This incredible documentary that was made by a 1986    
   Helena High graduate and tracks a family©s journey dealing with death, 
gender identity,  
sexuality, head injury/mental illness, and Orson Welles!. On Friday evening there will be 
a showing of the movie followed by a discussion.  Saturday morning at 8 am you may 
reserve a place on a discussion panel and then on Sunday there will be a feast to 
conclude the event.  Mark your calendars! For more information contact Plymouth 
Congregational at 442-9883. 
 
NAMI Walk – September 27th, 12:30 pm     (It will have to be a short Service?) 
       The NAMI Walk event generates the critical resources and awareness that allow 
NAMI Montana to complete its critical mission of supporting, educating, and advocating 
for Montanans with severe mental illnesses and their families. This year©s NAMIWalk 
will be held on Sunday September 27th and it is primed to be our best Walk ever.  
       This year©s NAMIWalk will be held on Sunday September 27th, in Memorial Park. 
Check in time is 11:00 am with the actual walk beginning at 12:30 pm. Information 
booths, music, and food vendors will be located in Memorial Park before and after the 
walk. Organizers are hoping to enlist some 1,500 Walkers and raise over $100,000 for 
NAMIMT to offer services to the one in five Montanans with a mental illness as well as 
their families and friends. The NAMI Walk is featured part of Carroll College©s 
Centennial Homecoming Celebration and performance artist Shelly Raine artist will be a 
featured walker.  
       The BSUUs are proud to be part of the walk. Peg Hunter and Patrick Johnson are 
team captains for the UU walker contingent. The Fellowship  will provide each UU 
walker with a custom designed t-shirt emblazoned with the UU identifying logos. UU s 
may sign up for the walk one of three ways: 
1. On line at namimt.org by following the prompts to NAMI Walk and the UU team page.  
2. Calling 406- 461-8557 
3. E-mailing montanacelt@live.com. 
       The fellowship will make a donation to NAMI and individual walkers are 
encouraged to donate as well in keeping with their own wishes. 
 
Rocky Mountain Front Proposal  -  Public Meeting October 1st  
More information to come… 
 
 

                                                                                                                     UU Board  
                                                                                                                      Meeting      

 
                                 Final time 
                                    at the 
                                  Christian 
                                  Science 
                                   Church 
 

 
Food Share Sunday 

Is every Sunday 

 
 

Big Sky UU 
 

Board of Directors 
 
Magalie Belanger – President  
Jan Ellen Siemers – Vice President 
Rebecca Hargis – Treasure 
Patrick Johnson – Secretary 
Jeff Palmer– At Large Member 
Michele Webster – At Large Member 
 

Committees 
Membership - Joyce Kronholm 
Religious Ed. Child –  
Religious Ed. Adult – Lynda Saul 
Social Justice - Magalie Belanger 
Welcoming – Carolyn Laceky 
Worship - Bill Kronholm 
 
Music Director – Virginia Niccolucci 
 
Mailing Address 
Big Sky UU Fellowship 
PO Box 816 
Helena, MT  59624 
 
Message Phone 
(406) 449-3096 
 
Services 
Plymouth Congregational Church 
400 S. Oakes Dr. 
Helena, MT  59601 
 
Newsletter 
Jan Ellen Siemers 459-0102 
JEhelena@copper.net 
 

Webmaster 
Blake Gardiner at 
blake@helena-mont.us 
 
More information at 
www.bigskyuu.org 
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May 15th   FOREVER WILD: A CLEBRATION OF  WILLDERNESS 
Concert by Jim Stoltz, at the Myrna Loy,        by Virginnia Niccolucci, Chair 

 

     It was the talk of the town, the place to be.  On May 15th, the “in” thing to do was to 
attend the Jim Stoltz concert at the Myrna Loy Center.  Granted, other events were going on 
that night, but the excitement at the concert couldn’t be matched.  A giant success for 
BSUUF, especially since it was our first fundraiser ever.  Not only did we raise over $3,500, 
but we got attention – big time.  Jim packed in a full-house and his promo pic made the 
cover of “Your Time.” 
     Our gratitude goes out to Jim.  Before the concert, we knew him only as the quiet guy 
sitting in the back pew.  Not so quiet with a guitar in his arms, Jim not only dreams about a 
better world, but is out there making one. 
     A small team of people made the logistics of the concert work.  And they were wonderful 
at it.  Bill and Joyce Kronholm, Donna Davis, Magalie Belanger, Peg Hunter, Patrick 
Johnson, Emily Lambert and Ginny Niccolucci all deserve high praise for their efforts.  
Becky Warren scored the Your Times interview.  But, the reason Jim’s picture was on the 
cover was because he so impressed the interviewer. 
     To our impressive friend:  thank you so very much for donating your talent to our church.  
We’re happy you’ve chosen Helena and BSUUF as your new home.  Keep walking for a 
better world, Jim.  We’re right behind you. 
     Jim just returned from a one month hike through mountains  
of  Nevada still carrying his guitar!    
     He also donated an original painting to the art auction.  
 
Art Auction - Chair was Donna Davis 
 

In conjunction with the Stoltz Concert we had our first UU silent auction of art items in the 
Myrna Loy Center Lobby along with a reception.   Rebecca Hargis, our new treasurer, is the 
keeper of how much we made.  But what was fascinating were the unique services also 
donated.  Our gifted UUs offered a wide variety of talents.  Jan Ellen tried to keep the bid 
sheets of those who offered and won services.   The following were awarded: 
     The baking of a Special Cake offered by Karrie Fairbrother – James Colegrove 
     Photo Sitting offered by Andrea Jones – Patrick Johnson 
     Fly Fishing with Bill Kronholm – Tom Laceky 
     Cookies and More Cookies offered by Becky Warren – Donna Davis 
     Computer help/service offered by Gary Hudders - ? 
     Baton Twirling Lesson offered by Emily Lambert – Lynda Saul 
     Child Care offered by Rachel Carroll - ? 
     French Lessons offered by Magalie Belanger – Kathy Wright (wife of Craig, CSC) 
Thank you volunteers who put in the long day from noon set up until tear down at 10:00pm:  
Emily, Jan Ellen, Donna, Ginny 
 
May 30th   -   Saturday Garage Sale,  Alyssa Townsend-Huddars, Chair 
       Back yard campout at Alyssa©s?  No, it was the UU Yard Sale! 
Many, many wonderful people contributed to the Big Sky U.U. yard sale this year, which 
included an assortment of tents and camping equipment, a full collection of books, and 
many kitchen items and fine dishes.  Apparently we UUers like to camp, read and eat, and 
the response to our sale was enthusiastic from the shoppers!  It was a full day, with many 
items that sold at great prices, culminating in around $1,300.00 in the coffers of the building 
fund.  Thank you to: all of the contributors (too many to name here!); attendees during the 
sale; and especially to those who stayed to sort and clean up afterwards.  A day well spent!    

CSC - Photo Wrap-up 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

           

 

  Bye 


