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Hymn #196, “Singer of Life” 

 
 Singer of Life, all flowers are 

songs, with petals do you write. 
 Singer of Life, you color the 

earth, dazzling the eye with birds 
red and bright. 

 Joy is for us!  The flowers are 
spread!  Singing is our delight!  

 
Words: from Texcoco Nahuatl poem 
Music:  Native American melody  
            Lacquiparle 
  
       For many of us in the congregation, music is a ministry.   We sing of 
and about life together, our multiple diverse voices melding into one.   That 
union provides a spiritual, emotional and physical experience - a worship 
experience, without the barriers of creed or language.  Singing is our 
delight!  
       It is my delight to be your Music Director and to be expanding the 
fellowship’s music ministry.  This year saw the creation of a Music 
Committee, whose purpose is to strengthen the role of music in our 
congregation.  Members of that committee are Tempie Daigle, Barb Harris, 
Christine Bates, Dave Highness and myself, Ginny Niccolucci. 
       These trailblazers also are the founding members of the Big Sky 
Unitarian Universalist Choir, the first choir this fellowship has ever had.  Not 
only does this choir provide another vehicle for music worship, but they look 
pretty dazzling, too.  Our thanks go to Dave Buness from the St. Paul’s 
Methodist church for the donations of the choir robes and music binders.  
The beautiful stoles worn over the choir robes were made by fabric artist, 
Andrea Atwood, who also made our banner. 
       Continue to look forward, to seeing outside musicians provide special 
music during our services on a monthly basis.  And from time to time,  
we’ll have a guest speaker from the Unitarian Universalist Musicians 
Network, as was Mimi Stephenson who spoke on our UU hymnal.  We will 
also continue to expand our repertoire by learning new hymns, so we are 
familiar with songs sung in UU churches throughout the nation.                                                                                  
       As our BSUUF history has already shown us, the music program will 
grow and change as the congregation grows and changes.  For now, join us 
                                                                                           Continued on next page……   

 
UU Happenings This Month… 
 
April 4th Service – Potluck Sunday 
& Easter-egg Hunt 
Easter and the Sound of Music  
Led by Ginny Niccolucci with UU Choir 
 
April 11th Service – Sunday 
"Building a Mental Health System in Helena"  
Led by Mignon Waterman 

Followed by a quick Membership Vote 
 
April 12th - Knitting for Peace, 7-9pm, 
Contact Ruth Luke at 461-7435 
 
April 18th – Sunday 
"Earth Day; It’s More Than Recycling" 
Led by Jan Ellen Siemers 
 
April 22nd - bUUk clUUb, 7-9pm, 
Poetry Month ~ & actual Earth Day  
Contact Ruth Piccone at 459-5740 
 
April 25th – Sunday 
“"Wow! Oops! Thanks! Gimme�� 
Led by Carolyn Lackey  
 
April 26th - Knitting for Peace, 7-9pm, 
Contact Ruth Luke at 461-7435 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
 

May 2nd Service – Potluck Sunday 

& Maypole Dance 
 
May 15th - Second Annual UU Garage Sale 

Dig out all that stuff in the basement, 
garage, and attic.  The sale will take place 

out in the field north of the Plymouth Church. 
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in song, whether it is by singing hymns or joining the choir.   Joy is for us! as we 
continue on this road of growth together. 
        ~ Ginny Niccolucci, Music Director 
          
From President Magalie Belanger  
 
       Spring is rebirth in the environment, or if I wanted to  
take a religious slant, Easter.  However what is on my mind is a quote that I read 
on Jeff Palmer's facebook from Sherman Alexie:  "Life is a constant struggle 
between being an individual and being a member of the community".   
        As I went home to Montreal a few weeks ago, there was a story that was in 
all the papers.  A young woman who was wearing the nikab was refused entry into 
French classes for immigrants.  The school had tried to accommodate her for a 
time, by sending her to a class taught by a woman, and seating her in the front so 
she could raise her veil to talk to the teacher without being seen by the male 
students.  But after awhile it all came to a stop.  How to respect individual freedom 
of religion without compromising the common values of our changing society?   
     We as UU's are faced with the same challenge.   Behind all our talk of inclusion 
and acceptance, where do we really draw the line in our fellowship and in our 
faith?  This is a question that needs to be asked individually and in some cases as 
a congregation.  Not an easy question but something worth asking, even if 
perhaps it would mean accepting that there is no clear answer.  As Unitarian 
Universalist, I think most of you will be fine with that.  
 

              Our Very First Maypole Dance 
 

                        Originally May Day was a folk festival dedicated to budding leaves  
                      of deciduous trees and the blooming of many flowers.  The first  
Maypole itself was a young straight tree having a top green with new leaves, its 
branches trimmed, and the ribbons woven in the dance around the actual trunk.  
Maybe some of you have had a chance to participate in this spring folk tradition.  
(The Celtic cross-quarter version of this day is called Beltane and was/is a wild 
and lusty celebration.)   
       We will be doing our first 
UU Maypole dance on May 2nd 
following the service, and in 
conjunction with the potluck.  It 
will take place in the Plymouth 
field on the west side of the 
gardens.  Since this will be our 
first attempt the intention is to 
keep it simple and see how 
much fun we can have.   
     So do come and join us to 
celebrate high-spring, with May baskets, with ribbons tied to budding trees, and 
with flower garlands in our hair as we dance in the lusty month of May.  
       The lead in lyrics of Loreena McKennitt’s song titled the Mummers’ Dance 
describes a good start:  ~When in the springtime of the year ~When the trees are 
crowned with leaves ~When the oak and ash, and the birch and yew ~Are dressed 
in ribbons fair……                          ~ Jan Ellen Siemers, of Big Sky UU Earth Circle 
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Our Seven  Principles 

for Children 
~ Each person is important. 
~ Be kind in all you do. 
~ We’re free to learn together. 
~ We search for what is true. 
~ All people need a voice. 
~ Build a fair and peaceful world. 
~ Care for the Earth. 
 


