
Big Sky Unitarian Universalist Fellowship 
Water Communion: United by Water 

September 20, 2009 
Worship Service led by Lynda Saul 

 
 
PRELUDE  
 
WELCOME  
 
GREET ONE ANOTHER 
 
CHALICE LIGHTING (All together) 
Fire and water, ancient opposites.  Sun and ocean, the cradle of life. 
Dancing flame and dancing river — we invoke them together today 
as we kindle our chalice flame.     

By Laura Horton- Ludwig 
 
OPENING WORDS  #435  “We Come Together”  
 
OPENING HYMN #100 I’ve Got Peace Like a River  
 
JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 
HYMN #123 Spirit of Life  
 
OFFERING   Bridge Over Troubled Water   
Performed by Jon Cardiello and sung by Ginny Niccolucci  
 
STORY FOR ALL AGES 
Told by Alyssa Townsend-Hudders.    
 
WISH FOR ALL CHILDREN 
Go now in peace, go now in peace, 
May the Sprit of Love surround you, 
Every where, every where you may go. 
 
READING  “The Social Life of Water” by Toney Hoagland.   
Read by Donna Davis 
 
MESSAGE “United by Water”  
 
MOMENT OF SILENCE 
 
REFLECTIONS 
 



CLOSING HYMN #1007 There’s A River Flowin’ In My Soul  
 
CLOSING WORDS #528 I’ve Known Rivers 
 
EXTINGUISH THE CHALICE  
We extinguish this flame, but not the light of truth, the warmth of community, or the fire 
of commitment.  These we carry in our hearts  
until we are together again. 
 
BSUU ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Join us next Sunday at 11:30 am for worship “Autumn Equinox Lessons” led by Jan 
Ellen Siemers. 
 
Fall equinox celebration led by Katie Campbell on Tuesday September 27 in the 
Plymouth Fireside room at 7pm.  Please contact Katie for more information at 
katie.campbell@bresnan.net 
 
NAMI Walk is Sunday Sept 27, gather at 12:30 pm, walk starts at 1:00 pm. 
The BSUU Fellowship has t-shirts to wear for this and other group events.  
 
CLOSING CIRCLE – Shalom Havayreem 
Shalom Havayreem, Shalom Havayreem, Shalom, Shalom.  
Shalom Havayreem, Shalom Havayreem, Shalom, Shalom.  
 
Salaam Alaikum, Salaam Alaikum, Salaam, Salaam. 
Salaam Alaikum, Salaam Alaikum, Salaam, Salaam 
 
Farewell dear friends, stay well dear friends 
Have peace, have peace 
We’ll see you again, we’ll see you again 
Have peace, have peace. 
Go in peace. 



MBSUU Message – “United by Water”   9/20/09. 
Presented by Lynda Saul 
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1983�Snake River Plain, Idaho 

<ex>Should I turn back? It’s only eleven miles back to the cave. 

There’s water there for sure. But eleven miles? That will kill this day, 

and part of tomorrow. Of course, it might kill me if I don’t go back. 

I’m nearly out of water. 

This is a fierce desert. No shade. Even the sagebrush is 

stunted. Hundreds of square miles of barren, open plain, lava flows 

and sage. I passed the last scruffy juniper a few miles back. And it’s 

hot. July is not the greatest time to be wandering around out here. 

This is crazy. But I’m walking the length of Idaho this summer. 

Yesterday I did a twenty-eight-mile day to get to this wild stuff. I got 

what I asked for. Here it is. 
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The jeep trail has become a little dirt road. Somewhere ahead 

of me in the glare of the afternoon, a dust cloud emerges. What I 

think to be a whirlwind is a weathered green pickup truck. I’m 

staring at it, blankly, when it pulls to a halt next to me. A lady is 

smiling. “You seen any cows out this way?” 

My mouth is so dry, I have trouble talking. “No.” It’s a big 

effort to get that one word out. She asks what I’m doing. I offer a 

raspy answer, telling her. But not everything. I don’t tell her about 

the fire and the dry well. About being so dry I’m sick. Or about the 

smoke and the heat and the wondering if I was going to make it or 

not. 

 She’s a rancher. She’s a tough, work-hardened, weathered 

sort.  She’s staring at me. Hard.  Finally, she asks, “Well, do you 

want a lift? Arco’s only fifteen miles. It’d be no trouble for me.” 

 It’d be so easy. No trouble for me either. It’s still hard for me to talk. I croak instead of 
speak my words. Each one is searched out, dredged up, worked hard for. My answer is a 
ragged whisper. “No thanks. But do you happen to have any water?” 
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